Mike Dumbleton, Watch Out for Jamie Joel, Allen & Unwin, £5.99

Mike Dumbleton’s first novel for young adults isn’t recommended as a relaxing weekend read for schoolteachers. It belongs to that of so many writers of novels and soap operas. They were taught, I suspect, that the essence of all drama is CONFLICT. But then it isn’t aimed at us: it’s a novel for teenagers.

The conflict at the heart of Watch Out for Jamie Joel is between Jamie Joel and the school system, her ever-arguing parents, and her friends. Jamie is, as they say, a tough kid in a tough school. Other students groan when she’s put into their class. She’s run away from home. She answers back a lot, swears and – a bit like the argumentative Vicky Pollard in that inspired sketch from Little Britain – feels the world is out to get her.

So far it could be most post-Grange Hill works for adolescents. What makes it distinctive is the unusual narrative structure. The point-of-view alternates between Jamie and Craig Eliot, new deputy principle at the school. He’s beleaguered but well-meaning.

I’m not sure that this reveals the “uncomfortable truths about parents, students and teachers” claimed by the publishers. But it does give an interesting and richer perspective on the tensions of adolescence than many books present.

